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RESOLVING MORAL DILEMMAS?
by Howard J. Curzer

THE QUESTION

Last month I observed that Judaism takes all
apparent moral dilemmas to be resolvable, in
principle. There are no situations in which all
choices are morally wrong. A classic example is
this. In many places, the Torah commands that
we refrain from labor on the Sabbath, and in
many other places the Torah commands that we
do whatever it takes to save a life. These rules
seem to contradict each other in situations where
the only way to save a life is to labor on the
Sabbath. Such situations seem, at first glance, to
be moral no-win situations. To save the life, one
must violate the sanctity of the Sabbath; to
respect the Sabbath, one must violate the
sanctity of human life. But this is not really a
tragic situation where no choice is morally right.
The reason is that the sanctity of human life is
more important than the sanctity of the Sabbath.
The rule “Save a life when you can” takes priority
over the other rule, “Do not work on the
Sabbath.” Equivalently, we might say that the rule
“Do not work on the Sabbath” is really a
shorthand version of a longer rule: namely, “Do
not work on the Sabbath except when doing so is
necessary to preserve a human life.”

Judaism’s demand that all moral dilemmas be
resolvable raises the following question. Which
rules take precedence in which situations? What
exceptions are built into moral rules in order to
preclude the possibility of irresolvable dilemmas?
For example, how do we know that we should
keep the Sabbath except when necessary to
preserve a life? Why is the view that “keeping the
Sabbath takes priority over preserving lives” a
mistaken view?

(Continued on page 7—See Moral Dilemmas)

PESACH: A SEASON FOR JUSTICE
by the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

Passover is rich in social justice themes. It is
impossible to study the story of our redemption
and not feel compelled to eradicate injustice in the
world today. Among the primary social justice
themes found in the Exodus story and in the
Passover observance are hunger and
homelessness and oppression and redemption.

"This is the bread of affliction which our
ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Let all those
who are hungry come and eat with us. Let all
who are in want share the hope of

Passover.” (Haggadah, "Ha Lachma Anya”)

“Ha Lachma Anya” reminds us of a time when
our diets were once restricted to matzah,
considered the “bread of affliction.” Due to our
hasty retreat from Egypt, we were limited to the
food carried on our backs - the unleavened bread
that we were unable to thoroughly prepare. Our
experience with hardship following the exodus
from Egypt inspires us to consider those who eat
the metaphorical “bread of affliction” in present
times, and to let all those who are now hungry join

(Continued on page 6—See Passover)

Pesach: A Season for Justice

To help you bring to your Seder table
modern social justice issues, including
hunger, homelessness, immigration and refugee
concerns and modern-day slavery, the
Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism
has produced a special Passover guide.

It includes readings and rituals as well as project
ideas, links to Websites and creative Haggadot
and background information on various social
action themes. To view the guide, go to:
http://rac.org/pubs/holidayguides/passover2/.
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May their Memories
be for blessings

Sylvia Shopmaker

Idelle Lezan

5 Nisan Rabbi Alexander Kline
6 Nisan Ann Strauss Salfield
Sonia Chartoff

Sadie Levine

Morris A. Wolfe

Sam Caplan

Gershon Caplan

Joseph Jacob Ginsburg

Ora Ann Croft

Harry Lair

14 Nisan Isaac Michael Kramer
Bill Green

19 Nisan Abraham Simons
20 Nisan Rosa Simons
Anna Rose Swartz

Sadie Kelisky

21 Nisan Louis Koslosky
Rabbi Stephen E. Weisberg
Olan Hogan

Alfort Isadore Glassman
Morris Rosenwasser
Abraham Shneider

Condolences

To Trudy Trombley on the
passing of her mother, Gloria
Wolfenson

To Lowell Richey on the
passing of his aunt, Zoanna
Burton

Bulletin Deadline:
By the 20" of each month.

News, reports, information, etc.
can be submitted to the bulletin
editor.

E-mail: csi_bulletin@hotmail.com

Phone (Susan): 789-4014
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Donations

Thank you to all our members
and donors for your continued
support.

Building Fund

e Joe & Sylvia Lehman and
family in memory of Bertha
Moss

General Fund

e Bob & Sandy Lehman in
memory of Trudy Trombley's
mother, Gloria Wolfenson

e Lou & Lillian Rachman in
memory of Lee Scott
Rachman

Religious School
(Greene Family Camp Fund)
e Terry & Jack Rosen

Rosen Fund
¢ Al & Gail Tutino in memory
of June Meyerson Rothstein

Security Fund

e Monty Strauss & Jane Winer
in memory of Josef Schloss

e Monty Strauss & Jane Winer
in memory of Elizabeth
Winer

Ritual Committee
Task Force

The Ritual Committee is
forming a Task Force On Ritual
Participation.

The purpose of this Task Force
is to recommend a policy
regarding participation of non-
Jewish Temple members in
worship services at
Congregation Shaareth Israel.

All members of CSI are cordially
invited to join the Task Force.
The first meeting will be held on
Saturday May 20, 2006, after
adult education at the temple.

Shabbat Services,
Leaders, & Oneg Hosts

Our members are invited to
reserve a date to
Host an Oneg Shabbat!

Please contact Donna Owen
to reserve your Oneg.

7th Parshat: Tzav (Lev. 6:1-8:36)
Service Leaders:
Leon Shturman
& 6th Grade Students
Torah Reader: Leon Shturman
Oneg Host: Oneg Fund

14th Parshat: Pesach
(Ex. 33:12-26)
Service Leader: Ruth Rubin
Torah Reader: Anne Epstein
Oneg Host: Oneg Fund

21st Parshat: Shemini
(Lev. 9:1-11:47)
(Holocaust Mem. Service)
Service Leaders:
Howard, Lilly, Dahlia,
& Aaron Hellman
Torah Readers:
Dahlia & Aaron Hellman
Oneg Host: Oneg Fund

28th Parshat: Tazria-Metzora
(Lev. 12:1-15:33)
Service Leader: Allan Rosen
Torah Reader: Leon Shturman
Oneg Host: Oneg Fund

Theater Event!

TTU’s Department of Theater
and Dance will present Tony
Kushner’'s Angels in America,
Part II: Perestroika.

April 21-23 & April 28-30.

Reservations & info: 742-3603.
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